“Looking Back, Stepping Forward: A Photo
Exhibition”

The Center for the Church and the Black Experience
has served as a site of hospitality, inspiration,
innovation and hope for black students, faculty, staff
and community members since its inception fifty years
ago. This photo instillation seeks to commemorate
select historical moments that highlight the beauty and
brilliance of Black life cultivated through the intentional
work of the CBE. This instillation is not a full
representation of the history of CBE. We know our
history often goes beyond what is chronicled in
archives, so we want acknowledge the unnamed faces,
unheard voices, and personal stories of the Black folks
unrepresented in the annals. We honor your
intelligence, leadership, voices and bodily presence,
because without the collective effort of each Black
person existing and persisting at Garrett-Evangelical,
we would not have made it to this fifty year milestone.
So, we celebrate every Black body that has inherently
radicalized G-ETS through irrevocable joy, artistic
expression, Black brilliance, Black worship,
iImpeccable fashion and style, bold leadership,
transformative protest and communal love. Take a look
back by re-membering the past as we step forward
into a moment of redefining and reimagining Black life
at Garrett-Evangelical for the days to come.

Curator: Gina A. S. Robinson
Creative Director: LaSheena Williams
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July 1997

Seminary welcomes

new CBE director

hen Linda Thomas takes

over as director of the

Center for the Church and

erience, she’ll be helping to
nurture a vision that started almost 30
years ago, a vision that sought to
develop African-American church
leaders and integrate the African-
American experience into the church
as a whole.

In addition to acting as
director of CBE, Thomas will be
assistant professor of theology and
anthropology. She comes to Garrett-
Evangelical from Iliff School of
i ant

1d religion.
7 she was dean of students
logical

post-apartheid South Afi
research was supported by a gra
from the Pew Charitable Trust.
“I’m excited about being director of
CBE because it will provide me an
opportunity to offer leadership in
implementing a dynamic model of
leadership as we enter the 21st
Thomas said.

Thomas joins a notable list of past
CBE directors, all of whom have
worked to further CBE’s primary goal:
to integrate the black experience into
the total life and learning of Garrett-
Evangelical. CBE was created in
1970 when Bishop Edsel Ammons,
who was then on the Garrett Theologi-
cal Seminary faculty, and several
students conceived of a program that
would improve the preparation and
training of black church leaders, but
also would affect the entire seminary

Linda Thomgy
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CaLLING ALL PasTors, CHURCH Musicians, CHOIRS AND IDANCERS!

summer music and
worship seminar

Preacher, Teacher, Conductor, and Grammy Award Winning Vocalist who co-led
The United Methodist Church 1996 General Conference music and worship,
and directed music and worship for the 2000 General Conference.

~ Rev. Cynthia Wilson Min. Kina Nicholas
; " Ph.D. Stadent-Liturgical Studies - from Shekinah Glory

© Garren-Evangelical ’ Dance Ministries

. Coordinator and Plenary Speaker Valley Kingdom Ministries

International, Holland, IL

Min. LaShawn D. Gary

' St. John AME
%\ 4 Aurora, IL

Coursg OFFERINGS INCLUDE:
O Biblical and Theological Foundations for Choir, Dance, Instrumental Worship Leadership
© Community Building within Ministry Units
O Passionate Worship: PERFORMANCE OR PRAISE? 7 ¢

The Center for the ¢
. = 5 « A e Church 4
Saturday, July 25, 2009 ¢ 8:30am - 4:30pm “Renesing o e
Maple Park United Methodist Church = 11705 S, Elizabeth, Chicago, IL 60643 )

ack Experience

; Family Reunion Conferene.
Theology, Preachi on Conference:

oy r\[”?”l“”"l ni o 1, and Soci 15 3
. { d 8 4
I, ng, and Social Justice

Saturday, August 15. 2009 * 8:30am - 4:30pm

Second Baptist Church * 1717 Benson Ave., Evanston, IL 60201

For more information, contact us at chesummer({@gmail.com or call 1.847.866.3984
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Church and the Black Experience

at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

.....

i

D RURMAN &
TERRELLE

"

" Our Mission

The Center for the Church and the Black Experience
(CBE), founded in 1970, ofters the seminary
and the broader community opportunities for

understanding Christian faith via interracial and
cross-cultural perspectives. It also seeks to facilitate
greater understanding of religious leadership
dynamics, organizational change, and public outreach
and witness of black churches in relation to the
broader religious and social context. Black faculty
members and other scholars operating through

CBE provide research, mentoring, and training via
classroom teaching, publishing, seminars, workshops,
and consultation to churches, community agencies,
and the Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
community. Courses taught by CBE faculty are open
to all students and are designed to be fully integrated
into the overall curriculum of the seminary. CBE
recognizes a responsibility to highlight the richness
of the African American religious experience while
at the same time enabling students, and church
leaders in general, to maximize their broader
theological learning and equip themselves for effective
professional leadership in increasingly multi-cultural

ministry contexts.




“If it wasn’t for the women...”
Rev. Dr. Cﬁery[ Townsend Gilkes

The Church And The Black Experience




“Do the work your soul must have...”

‘Rev. Dr. Katie G. Cannon

Black History Month Chapel
February 20, 1992

January 1999
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i Helen Fannings Ammons joins
i husband in retirement
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ed at the end of October from her post as
hand, Bishop Edsel Ammons, have
to Garrett-Evangelical. Bishop

d his years as a student (starting in

Helen Fannings Ammons retin
director of student life. She and her hus
devoted an impressive number of years
Ammons’ years at the seminary include
1948 and ending in 1957, after some time away), eight years as a faculty
17 member (1968-76), and five years as bishop-in-residence (1992-97). He
trustee since 1979, Helen was a trustec for five

Faculty Focus 16

0 Alum News :
has also been a seminary

ANNE ELIZABETH STREATY WINBERLY.. ™" ste
vears (1972-77) and an administrator for 21 years (1977-98).

Or. Anne Elizabeth Streaty Wisberly is Director of the Deaths 19
Evanston Ecumenical Action Council Hospitality Center for
the Homeless. As its director, Dr. Wisberly is responsible
for facilitating the ceater’s wholistic wimistry wvith
homeless individuals focusing on social service, wedical,
nutritional, occupational, educational and religious
supports, Dr. Wimberly began her ministry vith the homeless
in 1985 after moving to Evamston from Tulss, Oklahosa - 2
#Tnistry to vhich she felt personally called.

In the years preceding her move to Evanston vith Dr.
Edvard P. Wisberly, Garrett faculty meaber, Dr. Aane vas an
Associate Professor at the Oral Roberts University School of
Theology and School of Music; an Associate Professor of
Music at Atlanta Junior College, Atlanta, Georgia; Assistant
Professor of Music at Worcester State College, Worcester,
Massachusetts; and the first female and first Black Doctoral
Teaching Fellow at the Boston University School of Fine
Arts, Boston, Massachusetts. She vas a Music Consultant and
Deaonstration Teacher in the Worcester and Newton,
Massachusetts Public Schools, a Music Specialist 1n the
Detroit, Michigan Public Schools, and the Director of Music
as a US-2 Missionary at the former Methodist Home Board of
Nissions-sponsored Harwood Girls' School 1n Albuquerque, Nev
Mexico. She is currently a field faculty mesder for Vermont
College of Norvich University, Nontpelier, Versont, and
Adjunct Faculty at  North Park Theological Semimary in
Chicago. She is also Coordinator of the Black Clergy and
Spouse Retirenent Transition Project undervritten by gramis
from the Kendall Fund of the United Methodist Board of Higher
Education and Ministry; and she functions as Orgamist and
Choir Director at Sherman United Methodist Church in
Evanston,

Dr. Winberly holds a B.Sc. in Education from Ohio State
University, a M.Mus. from Boston University, a Graduate
Certificate in Gerontology from Georgia State Usiversity, and
a PH.D. in  Educational Leadership with a cognate 1in
Gerontology from Georgia State University. She has done
post-doctoral studies and research as Scholar-in-residence at

See inside article for more information on the retirements of
Helen Ammons and two other administrators.
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